IBN   SAUD                         233
Slowly the doors of the inner palace were forced
outward, and slaves emerged, leading horses, the
favourite charges of Ajlan the governor. Shortly
afterwards Ajlan himself appeared, and he fondled
the horses as was his wont. Secreted behind a wall
were Ibn Saud and ten men. They rushed at Ajlan
and his guards first: then they started firing.
The governor's slaves and guards had been taken
by surprise, but now they recovered their senses and
fired upon these interlopers. Excited heads appeared
at the palace windows, and a heavy fusilade was let
loose, which killed two of Ibn Saud's men, severely
wounded four, and compelled the rest to break cover
and retreat*
The Governor, meanwhile, whose wound was a
flesh one, and of little consequence, was gradually
overpowering the youthful Ibn Saud, but his cousin
Abdullah rushed to the rescue, and with a shot
fired at close quarters, laid Ajlan lifeless.
Observing this, the remainder of the Wahhabis
opened a heavy fire, and believing that it was engaged
by a large and superior force, the garrison capitulated
on condition that lives were spared.
By noon Ibn Saud had been proclaimed ruler of
Riyad, and he had accomplished his object with
sixty men. Twenty of whom were never called up.
He had sufficient good sense to realize that he
could not hold the town, for the Porte was beating
up strong forces against him, so after imposing his
will upon the inhabitants and organizing a garrison
of sorts, he left Riyad with a relative in charge as
Governor, Wherever he went he proclaimed himself